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talents were misplaced, and imagined what a figure he might
make in Westminster-Hall. Goodman Crop of Compton
Farm, wants nothing but a plum and a gold chain to qualify
him for the government of the City. My kinsman's stable-
boy was a gibing companion that would always have his
jest. He would often put cow-itch in the maids' beds, pull
stools from under folks, and lay a coal upon their shoes
when they were asleep. He was at last turned off for some
notable piece of roguery, and when I came away, was loiter-
ing among the ale-houses. Bless me, thought I, what a
prodigious wit would this have been with us! I could have
matched all the sharpers between St. James's and Covent
Garden, with a notable fellow in the same neighbourhood,
(since hanged for picking pockets at fairs) could he have
had the advantages of their education. So nearly are the
corruptions of the country allied to those of the town, with
no further difference than what is made by another turn of
thought and method of living !